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successor. As usual, there was a mixture of
patriotic and personal motives in his mind.
Blenheim Palace, that " monstrous pile" on
which he had set his heart, was still but half
completed and the Tory Treasury had stopped
payments. A promise was given him that the
payments would be resumed if he kept his com-
mand. Hence he went quickly back to the war
in March, while unbeknown to him the British
Ministry was setting on foot secret negotiations
for a separate peace with France.

These secret negotiations were made easier by
an unexpected event. In April the young
Emperor Joseph I died and his brother, the
Archduke Charles, the Allies' candidate for the
Spanish Throne and Empire, succeeded to the
vast Habsburg dominions. Charles was at the
time in Catalonia, which was the only part of
Spain retained by the Allies after ten years of
war. His succession to the throne of Vienna
enabled the Tory Government to argue that the
balance of power in Europe would be upset if a
Habsburg ruler held sway not only over the whole
of Austria and Hungary, the bulk of Italy and
modern Belgium, but Spain and the Indies as
well, and that therefore the Whig view that peace
should not be made without Spain being torn
from Philip of Anjou was no longer valid. The
Emperor's death also had a disastrous effect
upon the military campaign in France. Eugene,
who had joined Marlborough at Douai, had to
return to Germany with most of his troops to
ensure that Charles was elected Holy Roman
Emperor in his brother's stead, and Villars, the